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REPORT* 


In  presenting  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  this 
Institution  to  the  Magistrates,  it  is  obvious  that  the  informa¬ 
tion  it  contains  must  principally  be  confined  to  the  time, 
during  which  the  management  of  it  has  devolved  upon  the 
present  Director  and  Matron.  The  rules  and  regulations 
observed  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis,  have  been  adhered  to  with 
very  little  deviation,  all  the  servants  having  remained  in  their 
respective  situations,  with  the  exception  of  three,  who  went 
to  the  Middlesex  Asylum.  Of  these,  however,  two  have 
since  returned,  and  have  been  reinstated  in  their  former  places. 

Although  more  Patients  have  been  admitted  this  year  than 
in  any  preceding  one  since  the  establishment  of  the  Asylum, 
the  advanced  price  of  meat,  and  of  some  other  kinds  of  pro  - 
vision,  together  with  the  exhausted  state  of  all  articles  of 
domestic  utility,  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  raise  the  charge 
for  Patients  admitted  into  the  Institution.  By  an  order  of 
the  Magistrates,  therefore,  the  weekly  payment,  which  had 
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bee  reduced  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  six  shillings, 
has  ?en  brought  back  to  the  former  standard  of  six  shillings 
and  ixpence. 

rj  le  number  of  Patients  nowin  the  House  is  270,  and 
the;  are  several  applications  for  admission. 

C  )at  advantage  is  found  from  the  additional  building, 
not  Jy  in  decreasing  the  numbers  in  the  mens’  wards,  but 
like  se  in  affording  many  other  bed-rooms  for  the  women. 
The  asement  floor  of  the  front  wing  to  the  west,  formerly 
occi  ed  by  the  Farmer  and  Patients  working  in  the  land,  is 
now  apropriated  to  convalescent  Females. 

T  new  wing  has  been  occupied  about  eight  months,  and 
the  1  thod  of  warming  it,  by  means  of  a  current  of  hot  water 
passi  through  the  day-rooms  and  galleries,  has  been  made 
to  an  ;er,  with  less  inconvenience  than  was  expected. 

Tl.  hot  and  unpleasant  atmosphere,  which  at  first  was 
suppe  d  to  be  occasioned  by  the  fire  and  boiler’s  being  in  so 
eonfii  1  a  situation,  has  been  discovered  to  proceed  from  the 
dry  in  <  floset,  which  is  situated  under  ground  in  the  centre  of 
the  bi  ling.  It  therefore  becomes  an  object  of  imperious 
necess  r9  that  so  great  a  nuisance,  and  one  involving  not  less 
the  c<  fort,  than  the  health  of  the  Patients,  should  be 
removi  ,  without  loss  of  time,  to  an  outbuilding.  This  may 
De  don  at  a  trifling  expense,  as  the  building  alluded  to  is  at 
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present  almost  useless ;  and  a  few  pipes  to  convey  steam 
would  render  it  entirely  effectual  for  the  purposes  required. 

An  erroneous  impression  appears  to  have  been  made  on  the 
public  mind,  as  to  the  prevalence  of  Dysentery  amongst  the 
Patients.  Such  an  error  is  calculated  to  operate  very  preju¬ 
dicially,  not  only  by  creating  a  painful  apprehension  in  the 
friends  of  those  already  confined  in  the  Asylum,  but  likewise 
by  deterring  such  as  can  in  any  way  maintain  their  insane 
relatives  from  resorting  to  the  most  probable  means  for  their 
restoration.  Instances  of  this  kind  have  come  under  my  own 
observation,  and  have  been  to  me  a  source  of  regret.  During 
a  very  hot  summer  and  an  unhealthy  season  subsequent  to  it, 
while  the  disease  was  both  prevalent  and  fatal  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Towns  and  Villages,  my  own  and  only  child,  a  healthy 
boy  of  three  years  old,  who  fell  a  victim  to  it,  was  the  only 
serious  case  in  the  Institution.  Lately  a  few  cases  have 
occurred,  and  four  emaciated  patients,  two  of  whom  were 
already  sinking  when  attacked,  have  died  from  it.  One  case 
of  Dysentery  now  exists  in  the  House  ;  with  this  exception, 
the  inmates  in  general  are  in  a  very  healthy  state. 

The  lighting  of  the  Asylum  by  means  of  Oil  Gas  has 
become  very  expensive,  from  the  failure  of  the  Greenland 
Fisheries.  The  consumption  is  300  feet  of  Gas  every  night 
in  the  Winter,  and  this  requires  3  gallons  of  whale  oil,  or  3f 
gallons  of  linseed  oil,  at  an  average  cost  of  ten  shillings  per 


slight.  By  an  alteration  in  the  apparatus,  so  as  to  make  Gas 
from  coal  instead  of  oil,  500  feet  of  Gas  might  be  made  from 
1  cwt.  of  coal,  for  which  we  are  now  paying  five  shillings  per 
ton ;  thus  500  feet  of  coal  Gas  might  be  made  at  an  expense 
of  about  sixpence. 

In  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  several  furious 
maniacs  were  admitted,  some  of  whom  have  continued  until 
now  in  the  same  state  of  violent  excitement.  Lately,  eight 
melancholics  who  have  previously  attempted  suicide,  have 
come  in.  This  class  presents  the  most  distressing  picture  of 
human  woe  :  their  sufferings  are  quite  inconceivable,  and  the 
constant  anguish  of  mind  they  undergo,  renders  it  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  their  bodily  health  is  so  little  impaired. 

There  is  now  a  woman  in  the  House  who  has  been  here 
two  years,  actuated  by  a  constant  propensity  to  self-destruc¬ 
tion.  The  treatment  of  such  cases  is  extremely  difficult;  on 
the  one  hand,  employment  and  amusement  of  mind  being 
essential  to  their  recovery  ;  whilst,  on  the  other,  scarcely  any 
occupation  can  be  found  which  does  not  afford  them  in  some 
shape  or  other  the  means  of  carrying  their  fatal  propensity 
into  effect.  Two,  however,  of  the  above-mentioned  cases 
have  been  discharged  cured. 


It  may  not  be  unpleasing  to  those,  whose  sympathies  are 
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excited  for  the  unhappy  subjects  of  this  mysterious  malady, 
to  know,  that  it  is  a  rare  occurrence  for  a  Patient  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  this  Institution,  without  expressing  a  wish  to 
be  permitted  again  to  visit  a  place,  endeared  to  them  by  so 
many  indescribable  associations,  and  not  unfrequently,  during 
divine  service  on  a  Sunday  morning,  is  a  visitor  of  this  kind 
seen  joining  in  the  devotional  exercises  of  these  unfortunate 
and  interesting  individuals. 

C.  C.  CORSELLIS,  MM 

DIRECTOR, 

Wakefield,  Dec.  31,  1831. 
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CASH  ACCOUNT. 


Dr.  £. 

To  Balance  of  last  Account  . . . .  1080 

Amount  received  for  Butter  ..........................  IS 
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Ditto  from  Townships . 4056 

Balance  received  from  Dr.  Ellis  . . . .  61 
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Average  number  of  Patients  during  the  year,  254 , 


Statement  of  Patients  'Re-admitted. 


Patients  not  cured,  discharged  by  desire  of  their  friends,  and 
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